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How to see the contents in the working directory  
in R
Type ‘ls()' to quit R.

Following are the contents in my computer’s directory
(not yours)
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How to see the location of the working directory  
in R
Use ‘getwd()' to find the current working directory in R.

Following is the current working directory in my computer
(not yours).
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How to set  the working directory  in R
Use ‘setwd()' to change the working directory in R.

Suppose we want to set `Rcourse’ directory located on c drive.
Following is the command to change the working directory .

> setwd("c:/Rcourse")
> getwd()
[1] "c:/Rcourse"

Be watchful in choosing the path command while working in
Unix or Macintosh.

4



How to interrupt a running computation  in R

To interrupt a long‐running computation and return to the

command prompt without exiting,

Press the Esc key on your keyboard
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How to clean the GUI window in R

To clean the contents on the GUI window, press ctrl key and L

key simultaneously.
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Search the web for information and answers 
regarding R.
To search the web for information and answers regarding R, use

the RSiteSearch function to search by keyword or phrase.

This searches the phrase from http://search.r‐project.org

For example, to know about `mode’ , type

RSiteSearch("mode")
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Then we get….



Search the web for information and answers 
regarding R.

8



What the numbers in [ ] present
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The numbers in the first column inside[ ] present the position

index.

They represent the count of the starting number.

This index depends upon the width of the GUI window.



What the numbers in [ ] present
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Reloading packages when restarting R 

If some packages are loaded through library and we exit from
R.

When R is restarted, we need to reload the libraries.
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Meaning of e in R 

Any number like

5.2345e+7 is 5.2345 x 107

5.2345e‐7 is 5.2345 x 10‐7
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Cleaning  up the Windows
We assign names to variables when analyzing any data.

It is good practice to remove the variable names given to any

data frame at the end each session in R.

This way, variables with same names but different properties

will not get in each others way in subsequent work.

rm() command removes variable names.

For example,
rm(x,y,z) removes the variables x, y and z.
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Cleaning  up the Windows

detach() command detaches objects from the Search Path

It removes it from the search() path of available R objects.

Usually this is either a data.frame which has been attached
or a package which was attached by library.

To get rid of everything, including data frames, type
rm(list=ls())

Then we get….
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Cleaning  up the Windows
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How to quit in R

Type 'q()' to quit R.
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